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21st International Junior Ranger Camp

The International Junior Ranger Camp is a motivational and eye-opening experience for many young

people across the continent. Here, they have the opportunity to make friends from across Europe

who share a passion for nature and are involved in local Protected Areas. The camp's programme is

full of exciting activities related to nature conservation, environmental issues, and cultural heritage.

Furthermore, young people will discover a new Protected Area, be given responsibility to represent

their park and their country, as well as contribute to the conservation of nature in a different part

Europe. 

The camp is an opportunity for the EUROPARC Junior Ranger network to come together to share,

learn, support and celebrate one another. It is a highlight for both the young Junior Rangers and also

for their Mentors. 

The 21st International Junior Ranger Camp was hosted by Parco nazionale Foreste Casentinesi,

Monte Falterona e Campigna. It took place from the 27th July to the 3  August 2025 and was

attended by 16 Mentors and 33 Junior Rangers.
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Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 



Participants

Germany

Lower Saxony Waddensea

National Park

Spreewald Biosphere Reserve

Israel

Ramat Hanadiv Memorial

Gardens 

Slovenia

Triglav National Park

Poland

Biebrza National Park

Italy

Julian Prealps Natural Park

Protected Area of Marittime Alps

Wales

Clwydian Range and Dee Valley

National Landscape

Denmark

Frederikshavn Kommune 

Sweden

Kullaberg Nature Reserve

Latvia

Kemeri National Park

Slītere National Parks

Norway

Fjordkusten Regional- and

Geopark

Næroyfjorden World Heritage

Park

Romania

Retezat National Park

Conservation Carpathia

Estonia

Otepää Nature Park

Endla Nature Parks

Scotland

Cairngorms National Park
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In 2025, the participants were from 19 different Protected Areas across 12 European countries:
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Experiential, practical, fun, safe and inspirational activities in Protected Areas managed by

Rangers and “learning by doing”;

A non-discriminatory programme, which requires a professional approach and high-quality

standards;

Promotes international exchange to develop positive, cooperative and social skills, and to

encourage the active citizenship of youth;

Enhance connections between EUROPARC Protected Areas and young people;

Develop cooperation between Rangers, Parks, and EUROPARC.

The principles of a EUROPARC
International Junior Ranger Camp

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic

Photo credit: Shim Hung Lingua 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-KolenicPhoto credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic



Inspirational Activities in Protected Areas
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Introduction to the local area

The camp began with an introduction to the history of Protected Areas in Italy and especially the local

region. National Park Director Andrea Gennai introduced the Junior Rangers to the link between

religion, spirituality and nature protection, and the beginning of the Casentinesi Forest National Park

through the Sanctuary La Verna where Saint Francis of Assisi received his gift. 

Photo credit: Elo Raspel 

Learning about coexistence between wolves and humans in and around protected areas

Photo credit: Gry Mørk Photo credit: Elo Raspel

As EUROPARC is a member of the EU Platform for Coexistence between Large Carnivores and People,

we work with the secretariat on promoting educational tools for young people. In this case, the role-

playing game developed in 2024 that mimicked a regional stakeholder board experiencing a

reintroduction of the wolf. The aim of the game was for all to unanimously agree on solutions to

implement from a selection of implementation measures. 

Photo credit: Elo Raspel Photo credit: Gry Mørk Photo credit: Elo Raspel

Introduction to the local watershed and kayaking on the lake Ridracoli

The Junior Rangers spent a day learning about the Ridracoli Dam and watershed. They kayaked and

took a guided boat tour learning about the local water supply and the histroy of this man-made water

body. The weather was spectacular and the cicadas were chirping in full force which was an

experience for those who hadn’t heard them before. 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic Photo credit: Emanuele Perez Photo credit: Alin Ivaşcu
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Experiencing the Beech Forests

Nature Restoration and Management
Photo credit: Alin Ivaşcu

The Junior Rangers spent a whole day hiking in the forests in a loop of 18 km. Along the way, they

learnt about thinking in the time frame of a tees lifetime. We also spend time on a “silent” path, taking

in the sights, sounds and smells of the forest in peace. Along the way we even spotted the Rosalia

alpina, a rare beetle living in dead wood.

One of the days was dedicated to restoring a meadow habitat around the ski slope at Campigna. The

beech trees were already a few years old and very stubborn but the Junior Rangers were very

determined and cleared a good section, allowing more space for certain species of butterflies who

require plants thriving in open spaces rather than beech forest. Here we also heard the stories of

various stakeholders such as the previous owner of the ski slope and now nature photographer. 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 

Photo credit: Alexandru Olteanu 

Photo credits: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic Photo credits: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 
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Tourism Management & Maintenance

Learning about the local nature

Photo credit: Emanuele Perez

Photo credit: Carolin von Prondzinsky 

The collaboration between the national park staff and the carabinieri is unique. The carabinieri

organised a morning orienteering exercise and showcased their work in the forest, doing data

collection such as monitoring the tree growth and annual wolf surveys using recordings of wolf

howling to monitor the responses. 

Throughout the camp, the Junior Rangers had many cultural experiences, from visiting local towns,

experiencing traditional meals with a Primo and Secundo (first course and second course). A visit to

the famous La Verna Sanctuary connected to the patron saint of nature conservation, Saint Francis of

Assisi was a special experience for those of the faith. 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 

Photo credit: Alin IvaşcuPhoto credit: Elo Raspel 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic Photo credit: Melanie Krieger 



Non-discriminatory Programme
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Despite the political situation between Israel and its neighbours,

this year the Junior Ranger programme of Hamat Ranadiv

Memorial Gardens reuqested to join the camp. The host and all

participating teams were all informed and consented to their

participation on the principle of inclusion of young people and the

focus on nature conservation despite political conflict. 

The host were happy to include representatives of the EU Platform

for Coexistence Between People and Large Carnivores who ran a

role playing exercise where the Junior Rangers had to step into the

shoes of various stakeholders who are dealing with the comeback

of wolves in their town. 

The Villaggio San Francisco were very kind to host a group with

many different food requirements, and especially so many people

who could not speak Italian. With the help of the Casentinesi Forest

National Park staff and the mentors from Italian junior ranger

programmes, we were able to overcome the language barrier and

work together. 

This year’s International Junior Ranger Camp was able to invite a

new EUROPARC member who is considering expanding their youth

work to include the Junior Ranger programme. The team from

Næroyfjorden UNESCO World Heritage Site were able to learn from

many other Junior Ranger programmes throughout the camp. 



8
Report - IJRC 2025

International Exchange

A standard each year is to share and learn from one another. In two rotations, the teams had 5

minutes to present their home Protected Areas and their Junior Ranger programme while fielding

questions from small groups. The Junior Rangers had the chance to improve their public speaking

and English skills and it was a great way for them to grow comfortable as ambassadors for their

Protected Areas. 

An international exchange is not only about nature protection but also sharing of culture through

music, food and dancing. A staple event is the international food tasting. Each team brings local food

from their areas and presents it to the group. Thereafter all get to taste new experiences! In the

evenings there were volleyball games, visits to see the fireflies and one evening of Scottish and Polish

folkdancing. 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 

Photo credit: Alin IvașcuPhoto credit: Shim Hung Lingua

Photo credit: Alin Ivașcu

Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 



Enhance connection to EUROPARC
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The EUROPARC youth page on Instagram

(@europarc.youth) was used to give updates on the

activities of the Junior Rangers at the Camp. These

stories were available for 24 hours and then stored as

part of the highlight. We received positive feedback on

this from the Junior Rangers, the Mentors and the

parents.

This year there were other accounts sharing our stories

with their networks

@retezat.junior.rangers

@junior_ranger_wattenmeer

@juniorrangerkullaberg

It is good to celebrate diversity, but it is also good to find unity through a shared community and

identity. The International Junior Ranger Camp is an opportunity for the young participants to feel

part of something bigger and to find common understanding with like-minded peers. It is also an

opportunity to identify as part of the EUROPARC community, which links their parks. 

This years camp we were visited by many important decision-makers in the National Park and local

community as well as Luca Santini, the president of Federparchi, the Italian section of EUROPARC,

and acting director Federico Minozzi also popped by for a visit. 

Photo credit: Emanuele Perez Photo credit: Elo Raspel

Instagram Highlights

@europarc.youth

Photo credit: Mojca Pintar 

https://www.instagram.com/stories/highlights/18055201775368224/


Developing Cooperation
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Data Collection

Each camp, the EUROPARC representative

organises a Mentors workshop where they

not only share their experiences, but also

share their journeys and their challenges.

Photo credit: Elo Raspel 

Photo credit: Mojca Pintar Photo credit: Jessica Micklem-Kolenic 

Photo credit: Leah Rae 

JR Programme

This year the mentors evaluated the data

collected by their programmes and discussed

what would be valuable to collect on a

European scale for monitoring the

programmes. 

The mentors had the additional homework to

design a programme for the Casentinesi

Forest National Park and shared it with Park

Director, Andrea Gennai on the last evening. 

https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Data-Collection.pdf
https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Data-Collection.pdf
https://www.europarc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/EUROPARC-Junior-Rangers-1-compressed.pdf
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Photos were collected with permission

and a photo album was created to share

with participants, parents and parks. 

Many of the park pages shared photos and

comments about their participation:

General Press:

Italy

There were multiple articles in local

newspapers. In addition, it was reported on

in the television news. 

AREZZONOTIZIE

Lo Scarpone

Arezzo24

Corriere Romagna

La Nazione Arezzo

The Marittime Alps Protected Area also

posted an article on their website about their

first participation in an International Junior

Ranger Camp. 

Slovenia

The Triglav National Park also published an

article on their website about their

participation in the camp. 

Europe

EUROPARC also published a news article

about the collaboration with the EU Platform. 

Full Photo Album

Casentinesi Forest National Park, Italy

Triglav National Park, Slovenia

Parco Naturale Prealpi Giulie, Italy

Kemeri National Park, Latvia

Retezat National Park, Romania

Conservation Carpathia Foundation,

Romania

Waddensea National Park, Germany

Kullaberg Nature Reserve, Sweden

Retezat National Park, Romania

EUROPARC Youth

Video of the nature restoration activity

for the 2025 European Youth in Parks Day

theme “Youth Restore Nature”

https://myalbum.com/album/FSYv3ExYdJ5u7L/?invite=9669e528-58b3-478a-b652-c52ec633025c
https://vimeo.com/1107046325
https://www.arezzonotizie.it/zone/casentino/pratovecchio-stia/giovani-ranger-praterie-foreste-casentinesi.html
https://www.loscarpone.cai.it/dettaglio/nel-parco-nazionale-delle-foreste-casentinesi-arrivano-gli-junior-ranger/
https://www.arezzo24.net/notizie/ambiente/coesistenza-tra-uomo-e-grandi-predatori-e-un-gioco-da-ragazzi/
https://www.areeprotettealpimarittime.it/news/4155/junior-ranger-international-camp-2025
https://www.tnp.si/sl/javni-zavod/medijsko-sredisce/novice/novica/320/mlada-nadzornika-tnp-na-mednarodnem-taboru-v-italiji.html
https://www.europarc.org/news/2025/09/coexistence-with-large-predators-its-a-childs-play/
https://myalbum.com/album/FSYv3ExYdJ5u7L/?invite=9669e528-58b3-478a-b652-c52ec633025c
https://www.facebook.com/ParcoForesteCasentinesi/posts/pfbid0AWqMg5JXzjB53cGB8SHSPNdhmM6qeXi7Jr1vsraA7L5o3jYm4dRF7NgmjQChP39dl?__cft__[0]=AZVc8CvcRTy5yNYfm58aC4cY59uJuodprow828YJ9A-qwM9AAlWCP24tmF1UeajtU6LN8VfF-kcTniTn2k0D8FZc5OKpwSx_wqNL2Nj4hymZUY2LYDCVbgu46x9PBuN2BQ3wKySgoKpaGBj-8N_HUorLaqM_ovcPfyJwYuOVG8AtQ-dEM2L0XkDS0rYXK4db9HgLZh8Cud-4lxWHP3AnUdzcovsIm-pA9F_1bPY-W7jq1Q&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/triglav.national.park.official/posts/pfbid02AJPCZkN4jMWNYxB3Jk6nfLtH8TiC2iTLBfpoaH3rx4fH1aDdbhGpuZASwrM9uFRCl?__cft__[0]=AZWeMMzFVXENBXoa9-83TRbmIII7mboF6GglU5tDqguDmL-Ix75VWBecvKUlsnOmXz1zldOU1ykKBBzsn0KqEae0HHuGKuBMePjoTjTFWO7N-Q5RQaZqibtQdr1KRXyCNNU06eRrEoAPrSoVSUrC1UuAlQauhyDn-cGKoqBXwDlFvYvjHJr-mW6ho_AondDVkDS51Clcttt6x_Z_O6DaUCJusdKAtb0nZWdJNPKgM1yJDA&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/parconaturale.prealpigiulie/posts/pfbid02pCEhWSQSArXhBU3gpW7HySqCT6svpevEJmjcrib39VQgWkMaCyytPhBjDRdwhxANl?__cft__[0]=AZUtfMAmE0aMlUIOwkAchF47tYJ-6yjWKf3R6UtU6Vc8Va_IE4UNlSyoPAn9fZaboPC75YrYal9bugY2V4knrh_nEN841YweHhf5x2mUTeg4uzxyH_Ws0hOQqtryMi2NMP3TiMp4UA6m0V5Bc0zMm3t-jsWRM-VsaTuzC5Xgksf3cw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/europarc.youth/posts/pfbid0PDseCQsLYFVQXNEVVTA4L8bmLx4mjo5FJTtMxxJnQX7qwVhvWv6jMzYKtHZRfra8l
https://www.facebook.com/parcnatretezatnatpark/posts/pfbid0UZBCKqREhrhp199ZxnJo39ZyJJrZqu59FypH8YSZ438PewzxoLZJ9SKFZtqW7k91l?__cft__[0]=AZVVBDktUX6CTcq5h_5N4sXFbeDi44StWyDyY4SbWr7gP-JmnwnBzNhf7MxhRDf9p0XBS9Lfuhr67cjiscMfa5EV2M4zjDuQnl6vuBpOatfp03R01ElvQH3udFmb-1qh4_DaYGha5SpYPtNmQZTkF8az_QYEGnh9xkQGQKRD3lVmOw&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/ConservationCarpathia/posts/pfbid02cTXiVD9BeC3VhMUVkjh8gqmhuw2HGQ1gZay4qhzSVrGcd4BGxEzKndLcsiqAiwdtl?__cft__[0]=AZX1th8biaZH8ek-qAwuKQ1XCYIQ9g2YRnC3XYD42C0OeDhJGErWDLkfue1D-14tnG-LDWyujXpRqMCXdKQK_LdSLndnpl6sGVKQIgJLJijCZShyWEA0ASBvX661Sy60uIlWE0f6KY-lLokxJcbVHUPVtvxEs8FfXjoogmWsWk0Vjg&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.instagram.com/p/DObwo6viNNt/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DMsdOrRMTPc/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNS1TALMWTU/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNffmMvidd8/?img_index=1
https://youtu.be/hZw5QE9N80k


Feedback & Highlights

"One of my favourite activities

was the folk dancing and long

hikes. It made me feel very

connected to nature and the

people" Sarah, Israel

"It was an awesome

camp - I made friends

from all over Europe! We

had free time to hang out

and nobody nagged us

about bedtime. " Jošt,

Slovenia

"It was eye opening, informal,

relaxed and I could really enjoy

myself"
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Very happy to have been here, experience a JR camp. The connection with people that truly are

interested in nature restoration and management. And to make new friends & get loads of

inspiration and new ideas of organisation and nature activities. 

Practical activities like cutting the

beech trees. Meeting new people

and learning about their

cultures/national parks. 

We loved the canoeing activity, the sanctuary trip from La

Verna, the people we met here, the dancing lessons and the

international food exchange. 

"Talking to the naturalists and

getting to know a completely

different ecosystem" Finn,

Scotland

On the last day, the mentors were given an assignment to ask their Junior Rangers about the top

highlights from the camp. Below you can see some of the answers shared with EUROPARC.

It is not only the Junior Rangers who benefit from the event, the mentors are also able to exchange,

share, learn and build social capital. Below you can read some personal feedback from one of the

mentors:

“I liked all the bugs!”



Funded by the European Union.

The production of this report has been supported financially in the framework

of the European Commission’s (Directorates General Environment and

Climate Action) LIFE funding programme of operating grants for European

Environmental NGOs. The content of this publication does not reflect the

official opinion of the European Union. Responsibility for the information

and views expressed in the publication lies entirely with the authors.

The EUROPARC Junior Ranger Programme was launched in 1998 and the network has grown ever since. Being part of

an extended European Junior Ranger network enables young people to connect with their peers across Europe.

The EUROPARC Federation Junior Ranger Programme is aimed at young people aged 12-18 who are living within or

close to the Protected Area. The programme involves around 50 Protected Areas across 21 different countries, working

with ~1300 youth every year.

About the EUROPARC Junior Ranger Programme

About the EUROPARC Federation

The EUROPARC Federation is the largest European network of Protected Areas with more than 400 members from 40

countries. Our members are directly or indirectly managing thousands of National and Regional Parks, Marine

Protected Areas, Natura 2000 sites. We are working on different levels to improve the management of Protected Areas

in Europe to the benefit of nature and people. www.europarc.org

EUROPARC Federation Waffnergasse 6, 93047 Regensburg, DE — Policy Office, Bvd L. Schmidt 64, 1040 Brussels, BE

We would like to take this opportunity to thank again all participants, the

Junior Rangers, the Mentors and the Park Administrations. 

In particular we want to express our gratitude for the

expertise, dedication and passion of the Casentinesi Forest National Park staff,

the Carabinieri, as well as the Villaggio San Francesco staff for their

enthusiasm, support and dedication in pulling the different parts of this event

together. 

https://www.instagram.com/europarc_federation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/europarc-federation/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.facebook.com/EUROPARC
https://www.youtube.com/@EUROPARCFederation
https://www.instagram.com/europarc.youth/
https://www.facebook.com/europarc.youth
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8j8wXiK6qKA&list=PLKEpwCCkG_FU_YLB8fA8a179foL3Cclwi&ab_channel=EUROPARCFederation
https://www.europarc.org/
https://www.europarc.org/young-people/junior-ranger-programme/

