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Dear TransParcNet Colleagues, dear Guests,

We kindly invite you to the TransParcNet meeting, taking
place from June 8th to June 12th, 2026 in the Transboundary
Area of Lake Neusiedl/Fertő, Seewinkel and Hanság (Austria

and Hungary). 

The central theme of this year’s meeting is Nature
Conservation Grassland Management in Transboundary

Areas. Grasslands are vital parts of nature with an often
underestimated biodiversity and in most cases the need for

active management. 

With disappearance of traditional pastoralism and a decrease
in the number of grazing livestock, however, grassland

cosveration is  nowadays a pressing issue. Therefore, National
Parks Fertö-Hansag and Neusiedler See - Seewinkel have

initiated the Interreg project "GRACE", to develop common
strategies for the management of the parks’ most important

habitats: grasslands and reeds. 

This year’s TransParcNet meeting is a vital cornerstone of the
project. We are aiming to discuss present experiences and

challenges from the Transboundary Protected Areas all
across Europe and develop a summary of best practices,
manifested in the conference booklet. Please expect case

studies, management practices, recent restoration activities,
intensive but exciting workshop sessions, and, of course - the

conference booklet itself!

We look forward to welcoming you,
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Day 1 – Monday, 08 June 2026
Arrival Day (Austria)

Hotel Kracher, Illmitz From 17:00
Individual arrivals
Hotel check-in

Hotel Kracher, Illmitz 19:00

Official welcome / opening remarks 
Welcome buffet presented by Transboundary Areas from around
Europe (for participants: please bring your traditional transboundary
food with you to share!)
Inclusive wine tasting offered by Hotel Kracher

Programme

(Continues on the following pages...)
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Day 2 – Tuesday, 09 June 2026
Plenary session and short field trip (Austria)

National Park Centre, Illmitz 8:30-9:00 Registration

National Park Centre, Illmitz 9:00-10:00

Welcome speeches:
Anja Haider-Wallner, deputy governor of Land Burgenland
Dr. Gabor Magyar, head of Department of Nature Conservation
within the Hungarian Ministry for the Living Environment
Matthaea Kulcsarne Roth, director of Fertö-Hansag national park
Johannes Ehrenfeldner, director of Neusiedler See – Seewinkel
National Park
Nella Sergejeva, Transboundary Programme coordinator

National Park Centre, Illmitz 10:00-10:30 Csilla Dorogman - Project GRACE

National Park Centre, Illmitz 10:30–11:00 Coffee break

National Park Centre, Illmitz 11:00-12:30

Presentations:
Gábor Takács - Nature conservation grsssland management practice
in the Fertő-Hanság National Park
Harald Grabenhofer - Grassland management in the Neusiedler See
– Seewinkel National Park – past, present and future?
Marc Garriga (online) - Conservation and management of pasture
habitats in the Three Nations Pyrenean Parks 
Milorad Andrijevski – The high mountain pastures of Shar Mountain
National Park - efforts for conservation and sustainable management

National Park Centre, Illmitz 12:30-13:30 Lunch break



National Park Centre, Illmitz 13:30–15:00 

Presentations: 
Anna Carvalho (online) - Best grassland management practices from
Mesata-Iberica Transboundary Biosphere Reserve
Jakub Kaspar - Pilot management measures in tundra habitats in
response to climate change: the Krkonoše Mountains
Mojca Smolej - Conservation of priority grassland habitats in Julian
Alps Transboundary Area
Zdenek Macat - Management mosaic as a tool for the conservation of
heathlands in the Podyjí National Park
Grace Bond (IUCN) - Biodiversity without Borders: The Tale of the
Teasel Bees

National Park Centre, Illmitz 15:00–15:20 Coffee break

Soda pans of the Seewinkel 16:00–18:30
Field trip by e-bikes to the sodic grasslands and soda pans on the
Austrian side. Splitting into 2-3 groups. 

Austrian National Park Management
Centre, Apetlon

19:00 Dinner at the grilling lot in Apetlon

Day 2 – Tuesday, 09 June 2026
Plenary session and short field trip (Austria)
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Day 3 – Wednesday, 10 June 2026
Grassland management in practice (Austria and Hungary)

National Park Centre, Illmitz 9:00–10:00

Presentations: 
Gábor Takács - Recent grassland restoration activities in the Fertö-
Hansag National Park 
Lina Jires-Karner -The UNESCO World Heritage Site Lake Neusiedl 

Departure place: National Park
Centre, Illmitz 

Destination for field trip: Balf,
Hidegség, Borsodi-dűlő

Other location visited: Hungarian
National Park Centre (Sarrod)

10:00–18:00 

Full-day excursion by ferry and e-bikes to the southern Hungarian
shore of Lake Neusiedl. Visits to grassland restoration sites, wet
meadows managed for Maculinea butterflies, pasture management, and
Kócsagvár (Hungarian national park centre).

This trip includes Coffe break at the Hungarian National Park Center
between 15:30-16:00.

Fertőújlak (HU) 18:00–19:00 Dinner 

Fertőújlak (HU) 19:00–19:30
Task Force Meeting (exclusive for TransParcNet programme
members)

Fertőújlak (HU) to Hotel in Austria 19:30-
13 km e-bike ride back to the hotel (alternative route through
Graurinderkoppel)
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Please note that lunch packages are provided.



Day 4 – Thursday, 11 June 2026
Workshop and field trip to Osli-Hany and surrounding pastures (Austria and Hungary)

National Park
Centre, Illmitz

9:00–10:30 Workshop Part 1

National Park
Centre, Illmitz

10:30–11:00 Coffee break

National Park
Centre, Illmitz

11:00–12:30 Workshop Part 2

National Park
Centre, Illmitz

13:00–18:00 
Field trip to Osli-Hany by cars and e-bikes to grazing sites and
pastures

Weingut Salzl, Illmitz 19:00
Farewell dinner and party

Day 5 – Friday, 12 June 2026
Conference closure and departure (Austria)

National Park
Centre, Illmitz

9:00–10:00 Conference closure
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National Park
Centre, Illmitz

10:00 Departures incl. shuttle service

Please note that lunch packages are provided.



Additional information

Accommodation
There are two options available. Please note that you will be able to
book accomodation after you have submitted registration file. 
The hosts will email you with additional file to be filled out to process
reservation for you.

Hotel in Illmitz
Double room: €150 / night
Single room (very limited): €135 / night

1 Apartment available for 3-4 people: €250 / night

Travel & Shuttle Services
Arrival by train strongly recommended
Hungarian route: Budapest → Fertőszentmiklós (shuttle provided)
Austrian route: Vienna → Frauenkirchen (shuttle provided)
Airport arrivals:

Train from the airport to Vienna city centre
Train to Frauenkirchen, followed by a shuttle

Flexible shuttle service by national park cars/minibus
Dedicated transport for participants with limited mobility

Registration & Payment
Online registration (please send an email to
europarc@europarc.org requestling registration link)
Credit card payment preferred

In case of payment issues:
Send completed registration PDF to Patrizia Frank
Invoice and bank transfer options available

Please note that once registered, the hosts will send you an additional
form to fill out. It will include: dietary requirements, room reservation
procedure, mobility needs. Upon conference registration at the hotel,
you will be asked to sign picture and GDPR consent form.
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