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WELCOME!

Esther Bossink
EUROPARC Federation Communications & Operations Manager
esther.bossink@europarc.org



WELCOME!
This Webinar is being recorded – please start/stop your 
video camera at your convenience.

Please write  your  questions/comments  in the  ZOOM®  
Chat  Box  ind ica ting the  speake r you  would  like  to  address.

Basic webinar rules:

The  record ing will be  m ade  ava ilable  unde r 
eu roparc.org/europarc-webinars.

Fee l free  to  renam e  and sta te  your organisa tion  by clicking 
on  the  th ree  dots ... next to  your nam e!



The largest network of Protected Area Professionals in Europe.
400 members in 40 countries.

Sustainable Nature; Valued by People
is our vision.

Sharing excellence and knowledge
through projects, programmes and events.

Get to know EUROPARC!

EDoP webinar
22.05.2026 www.europarc.org



We are the representative voice 
of Protected Areas in Europe.
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22.05.2026

Annually on the 24th of May
Launched in 1999 by the EUROPARC Federation to 
celebrate Protected Areas throughout Europe. It 
celebrates the creation of the 1st National Parks in Europe 
– a set of nine parks created in Sweden in 1909.

www.europarc.org/european -day -of -parks/

www.europarc.org



European Day of Parks 
(EDoP) 2026

EDoP webinar
22.05.2026

Connected by Nature
A theme to highlight that nature is stronger when it is 
connected - as are we! 

www.europarc.org

www.europarc.org/european -day -of -parks/



It’s an ecological necessity!
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Ecological Connectivity: the ‘unimpeded movement of species 
and the flow of natural processes that sustain life on Earth’ 
(definition by Convention on Migratory Species in 2020)

. . . ensures species can migrate.

... helps ecosystems adapt to climate change.

... creates robust landscapes.

Protected Areas as the building blocks for well -connected 
landscapes.

www.europarc.org



Connectivity: A policy priority...
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Goal A Protect and Restore: 
The integrity, connectivity and resilience of all 
ecosystems are maintained, enhanced, or restored, 
substantially increasing the area of natural ecosystems by 
2050.

Goal 1 of the Strategic Plan for the Bern Convention for the 
period to 2030
The area, connectivity, integrity and resilience of natural 
and semi-natural ecosystems is increased, including 
through protected areas and other effective area-based 
conservation measures covering at least 30% of the land 
and of the sea areas.

www.europarc.org



Connectivity: A policy priority...
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EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030
Calls to protect at least 30% of the EU’s land and sea area, 
integrating ecological corridors, as part of a true Trans-
European Nature Network.

EU Habitats Directive
Create a coherent European ecological network of special 
areas of conservation (Natura 2000). Member States 
should endeavour to improve ecological coherence. 

Nature Restoration Regulation
Calls to enhance connectivity of habitats listed under the 
Birds and Habitat Directives. 

www.europarc.org
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Meet the speakers:

Simone Prestes Dürrnagel

Developing a Connected Trans -European Nature Network: Lessons from NaturaConnect’s Pan -European 
Connectivity and Conservation Planning

Connectivity: Wetland stepping stones and roadside management.

Rewilding for Connectivity in the Greater Côa Valley, Portugal

Connected for Conservation: The NaturaConnect Learning Platform

Jeremy Dertien

André Claassen

Marta Cálix

P o s t d o c t o ra l Re se a rc h e r a t  t h e  Ge rm a n  Ce n t re  fo r In t e g ra t ive  
Bio d ive rs it y Re se a rc h  (iDiv)

Dire c t o r a t  Ma a s -Sc h w a lm -Ne t t e  Na t u re  P a rk  (NL/DE)

He a d  o f Ec o lo g ic a l Re s t o ra t io n  a t  Re w ild in g  P o rt u g a l

EUROP ARC Fe d e ra t io n  P ro je c t  De ve lo p e r

www.europarc.org
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THANK YOU!

Provide your feedback
and help us improve our future events! Link in the chat.

Enjoy the European Day of Parks on sunday
check out the events happening on the map on our website!

Stay in touch
follow us on social media:

• Facebook: @EUROPARC;
• Instagram: @EUROPARC_ Federation;
• LinkedIn: @EUROPARC Federation
• #EDoP2026 #EuropeanDayofParks
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