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~23,5% of the total area is under protection (20% 

of the land)
• Estonia has 4208 protected natural sites (03.09.2025)

6 national parks
242 nature conservation areas
150 landscape conservation areas
363 parks and forest stands
308 limited-conservation areas
2247 species protection sites
856 individual protected natural objects
32 natural objects protected at the local government level
4 protected areas with old protection regulation

• 568 protected species: 64 belong to the strictest protected
category I, 267 species to category II and 237 species to
category III

Natura 2000 network

66 Special Protection Areas (Birds Directive) and 541 Sites of Community
Importance (Habitat Directive)

60 habitat types and 100 species covered by the Habitats Directive. 219
hatching bird species are listed in the Birds Directive.

Maa- ja ruumiamet (Land Board)
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PAME assessment in Estonia – how we got there

2022–2024 | EU Technical Support Instrument project – the existing situation and key
challenges were analysed, international practices were reviewed, and an assessment
methodology for both site and national level was developed.
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2022–2024 | EU Technical Support Instrument project – the existing situation and key
challenges were analysed, international practices were reviewed, and an assessment
methodology for both site and national level was developed.

PAME assessment in Estonia – how we got there

Developing of methodology.
Separate assessment questionnaires were developed for protected areas areas and 
species protection sites. Testing and calibration with pilot assessments.

Preparation for implementation.
Training of assessors, implementation action plan. Proposals for assessment
workflows, data flows and supporting IT solutions.



Ke
sk

ko
nn

aa
m

et

2022–2024 | EU Technical Support Instrument project – the existing situation and key
challenges were analysed, international practices were reviewed, and an assessment
methodology for both site and national level was developed.

Developing of methodology.
Separate assessment questionnaires were developed for protected areas areas and 
species protection sites. Testing and calibration with pilot assessments.

Preparation for implementation.
Training of assessors, implementation action plan. Proposals for assessment
workflows, data flows and supporting IT solutions.

2025–2027 | Swiss-funded cooperation project – the methodology moved from piloting to
systematic site-level assessment: the first large-scale round of full assessments of protected
areas, conservation areas and species protection sites was launched, together with the
development of a permanent assessment workflow within the Environmental Board.

PAME assessment in Estonia – how we got there
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PAME assessment in Estonia



Ke
sk

ko
nn

aa
m

et

COMPLETED 
SECTIONS ARE 

HIGHLIGHTED IN 
GREEN

MISSING 
REQUIRED 

FIELDS ARE 
HIGHLIGHTED IN 

RED

SEMI-AUTOMATED ASSESSMENT FORM IN EXCEL
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QUESTIONS TO BE SKIPPED 
ARE AUTOMATICALLY 

HIDDEN WHEN THE 
RELEVANT ANSWER IS 

SELECTED

SEMI-AUTOMATED ASSESSMENT FORM IN EXCEL
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SEMI-AUTOMATED ASSESSMENT FORM IN EXCEL
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TABLEAU DATA STATISTICS OF PROTECTED AREAS
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By the end of September 2026, nearly 160 protected areas were assessed (including
species protection sites). 

RESULTS
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RESULTS

Heatmap shows the spread of sores of individual sites
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RESULTS

Heatmap shows the spread of sores of individual sites (n=122)

Planning / 
Context What do we have, and what threatens it?

Planning / 
Objectives
and 
measures

What do we want to achieve, and what do we
plan to do?

Inputs Do we have the knowledge, people, funding 
and other resources we need?

Process Is management being carried out in an 
appropriate way?

Outputs Were the planned actions carried out?

Outcomes
Did the condition of conservation values, 
pressures or other key conditions actually
change?
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Closing the loop: from assessment to management action

Most of the data processing is automated with scripts.
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